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All protected persons who may desire to leave the
territory...may be entitled to do so.... The applications of
such persons to leave shall be decided in accordance with
regularly determined procedures and the decision shall be
taken as rapidly as possible...if any such person is refused to
leave the territory he shall be entitled to have such refusal
reconsidered. .. [emphasis added].
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It should be noted that the right to leave the territory is not in
any way conditional, so that no one can be prevented from
leaving as a measure of reprisals...It is therefore essential for
States to safeguard the basic principal by showing moderation
and only invoking these reservations when reasons of the
utmost urgency so demand. [emphasis added].

(Pictet J.S. Commentary: IV Geneva Convention — Relative to
the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. P. 235-236
(Geneva, 1958)).
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Everyone shall be free to leave any country, including his own.
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The Court fails to see how the mere fact that the applicant's wife
was the sister of a Mafia boss, since deceased, could justify such
severe measures being taken against him in the absence of any
other concrete evidence to show that there was a real risk that he
would offend...[W]ithout underestimating the threat posed by
the Mafia, the Court concludes that the restrictions on the
applicant's freedom of movement cannot be regarded as having
been “necessary in a democratic society.

(Labita v. Italy, ECHR, Application No. 26772/95 (judgment of
6 April 2000), para. 191-197).
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